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provide for, establish and regulate a fire de-
partment in the Borough of Wharton” was de-
clared law by Mayor Harry J. Williams on Feb-
ruary 15, 1904. The ordinance designated a
Chief, First Assistant Chief and Second Assist-
ant Chief. It also called for the formation of
three companies: the Active Hose Company
with twenty members, the Independent Hook
and Ladder Company with forty members, and
the Board of Fire Wardens composed of twen-
ty members. A list of names were read and
approved on April 4, 1904. Charles Hance
was the first Chief of the Wharton Fire Depart-
ment, Robert Oram was approved as the first
Assistant Chief and John McKenna was ap-
proved as the Second Assistant Chief.

To get started, the Wharton Fire Department
borrowed two two-wheeled, hand drawn hose
carriages from first Assistant Chief Robert
Oram. Soon after, the Fire Department or-
dered a hose cart and a hand drawn hook and
ladder truck. Several other hose carts and
horse-drawn ladder trucks were purchased
until the first gasoline-motorized piece of
equipment, an “REQO” fire truck, was pur-
chased and put into use in 1916.

The first means of alerting the firemen to an
emergency was by striking large locomotive
rims located in several sections of town. Then,
in December 1904, an 8-inch steam whistle
was installed at the Hurd Mine. After the mine
was closed, the whistle was transferred to the
furnace and then to the Gunther Silk Mill, This
trusty steam whistle was used until 1918 when
a manually controlled electric siren was in-
stalled in a cupola atop the Borough Hall. In
1929, the first of 19 fire alarm boxes were in-
stalled on street corners across the Borough.
In the 1950’s, additional electronic sirens were
installed as the population of the town in-
creased: Today, every Saturday at noon, the
fire alarm system is tested by the four sirens
still in use. But the Department is dispatched,
by home radio receivers and personal pagers.

To commemorate the Wharton Fire Depart-
ment’s 100th Anniversary, the Borough hosted
fire companies from all over New Jersey and
the surrounding area on June 5, 2004. The
Wharton Fire Department has always been
known for its marching ability and its drill
team, and first marched in August of 1907 in
nearby Hackettstown. The Department won its
first prize in 1908 and today over 200 trophies
adorn the walls of their firehouse.

The Wharton Fire Department has grown
over the years to meet the changing demands
of the town and to incorporate the newest fire-
fighting and lifesaving technologies. From its
charter members to its current roster, the
membership of the Wharton Fire Department
has over the last century dedicated itself to
the safety and welfare of Wharton’s good citi-
zens. Wharton’s firefighters, dedicated public
servants, past and present, are to be com-
mended for a job well done.

Mr. Speaker, | urge you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating the volunteers of
the Wharton Fire Department on the celebra-
tion of 100 years of a rich history in the pro-
tection of one of New Jersey’s finest munici-
palities.
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Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, it is
my pleasure today to call attention to the fed-
eral, state and local firefighters whose bravery
and quick thinking saved thousands of homes
and many lives in the San Bernardino Moun-
tains of California last year. Representatives of
these community heroes are in town this week
for well-deserved national recognition from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture, and | would
like to add my voice to the acclaim they are
receiving.

My colleagues have heard me say many
times on this floor that we are facing a terrible
crisis in our Southern California forests. Years
of drought have weakened the trees, and al-
lowed the pine bark beetle to attack and Kkill
millions of them—Ieaving hundreds of acres
ready to burn at any time. More than 100,000
of my constituents live among these trees, and
their lives and safety are at risk until we re-
move these dead and dying trees.

In October last year, the disaster we feared
struck California—and struck and struck again.
Within days, fires were consuming tens of
thousands of acres in San Bernardino, Los
Angeles, San Diego and Ventura counties. In
my district, a fire started in the foothills and
spread to 100 acres within ten minutes. In less
than an hour, it became clear that nearby
communities would need to be evacuated. By
nightfall the Old Fire consumed over 4,000
acres of land. It destroyed 400 homes and
was responsible for two fatalities before the
day was out. Ultimately, nearly 1,000 homes
were lost.

As dawn arrived on October 26, Fire Inci-
dent Commander Norm Walker was contem-
plating the distinct possibility of the worst-case
scenario: fire reaching the 40,000 homes in
the Lake Arrowhead community. Mandatory
evacuations of all of the mountain commu-
nities began. Resources were stretched to the
absolute maximum, due to other fires burning
throughout the state.

The San Bernardino Mountains rise steeply
to 10,000 feet above the city, and running
along the face of the mountains between
5,000 feet and 7,000 feet is the famous Rim
of the World Highway, State Route 18. This is
also the last point where the fire could be
stopped before roaring into the millions of
dead trees in and around our mountain com-
munities. By evening on October 26, the main
fire crossed Highway 18, and the order was
given to begin backfiring along the highway
across the mountain rim to the east. The
northeast winds were predicted to shift, which
would push the flames north across Highway
18 and directly into the community of Lake Ar-
rowhead.

Four highly trained firefighters in a unified

command, Randy Clauson (USFS), Jim
Ahearn (USFS), George Corley (San
Bernardino County Fire), and Bill Bagnell

(Crest Forest Fire) initiated the difficult, stren-
uous firing operation at 9:00 pm using limited
personnel. Except for radio communication,
these four on-the-scene chiefs were largely on
their own. Every member of their teams faced
the possibility of being caught by 100-foot
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walls of flame that were sweeping up the
mountains. But they stayed the course for the
next two days—and the success of their oper-
ation is evidenced by the fact that nearly all of
the mountain homes were spared.

Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt in my mind
the heroic, exhausting efforts of these four in-
dividuals over the course of three days re-
sulted in saving thousands of homes and bil-
lions of dollars of infrastructure around Lake
Arrowhead. Anyone who has seen photos of
the conditions along Highway 18 during the
height of the fire is in awe of the courage and
fortitude of these firefighters, and mountain
residents will be forever grateful for saving
their homes.

In honor of those efforts, the fire chiefs on
Friday will receive the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture Honor Award for heroism and emer-
gency response. | ask my colleagues to
please join me in congratulating them on this
recognition, and thanking them for rep-
resenting the highest level of bravery and re-
sourcefulness in defending and saving our
communities.

———
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Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to extend my deepest sympathies to the
family and friends of Lance Corporal Pedro
Contreras.

Lance Cpl. Contreras was a constituent of
the 29th District of Texas, and a true hero,
who died on June 21, 2004 while serving his
country in the Al Anbar Province, Iraq.

Pedro Contreras joined the Marine Corps on
May 7, 2001, five years after graduating from
Galena Park High School.

Lance Cpl. Contreras was a rifleman as-
signed to the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marine Regi-
ment, 1st Marine Division of the 1st Marine
Expeditionary Force based in Camp Pen-
dleton, California, where he earned several
honors, including the National Defense Serv-
ice Medal and the Sea Service Deployment
Ribbon.

Pedro Contreras leaves behind his two par-
ents, Jose and Angela Contreras, and three
brothers.

| know his parents, family and friends are
devastated by this loss, but they should be
proud of the great man Pedro Contreras had
become and that he died a hero while serving
his country.

His loss will be felt by all of our community,
and | ask that you remember the Contreras
family in your thoughts and prayers.

——————

TRIBUTE TO COMMANDER
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Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise

today to recognize and pay tribute to an out-
standing Naval Officer, Commander Chris
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